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THE COUNCIL OF GRADUATE STUDENTS OF MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY ENACTS:

WHEREAS, The Council of Graduate Students of Michigan State University (hereafter,
COGS) and Michigan State University (hereafter, MSU) acknowledge that “Michigan
State University occupies the ancestral, traditional, and contemporary Lands of the
Anishinaabeg' — Three Fires Confederacy of Ojibwe?, Odawa?, and Potawatomi* peoples.
In particular, the University resides on Land ceded in the 1819 Treaty of Saginaw. We
recognize, support, and advocate for the sovereignty of Michigan’s twelve federally-
recognized Indian nations, for historic Indigenous communities in Michigan, for
Indigenous individuals and communities who live here now, and for those who were
forcibly removed from their Homelands. By offering this Land Acknowledgement, we
affirm Indigenous sovereignty and will work to hold Michigan State University more

accountable to the needs of American Indian and Indigenous peoples™>; and,

WHEREAS, student populations in U.S. academic institutions, especially international
students, and students with connections to Palestine®, Israel®, Sudan’, Yemen®, Congo®,
Ukraine!?, the Middle East-North Africal!, and other countries, are facing a number of
challenges, including difficulties visiting their families, issues pertaining to their visas, and
stressors related to domestic and international sociopolitical events that might impact their
mental health, wellbeing, and academic achievement; and,

WHEREAS, the MSU community could benefit greatly from accessing free resources that
present a balanced and authentic view of diverse experiences and perspectives about
impactful worldly events—notably, the historical roots of the 2023 Isracl-Hamas war—
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with the intention of fostering a more informed and inclusive academic community,
enhancing critical thinking, and preparing scholars to engage with the complexities of the
world; and,

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Education and MSU recognize an “alarming
nationwide rise in reports of antisemitism, anti-Muslim, anti-Arab, and other forms of

discrimination and harassment”!>!13 in U.S. schools and colleges since the events on
October 7, 2023'4; and,

WHEREAS, the MSU community acknowledges and condemns recent incidents of hate,
violence, and discrimination that are affecting Palestinian, Arab, Muslim, Jewish, and
Black students, as well as students from marginalized groups, both on and off-
campus;'>'617 and

WHEREAS, Tariq Thabet, a Palestinian Hubert H. Humphrey Fellow who joined MSU in
2021-2022, and 15 members of his family including his children were killed in Gaza on
October 29, 2023'%; Tariq wanted to share that his final days in Gaza were “particularly
devastating”, describing “destruction and bombardments surpassing anything we have seen

before”!?; and,

WHEREAS, Tariq Thabet, who described his journey at MSU as a “life-changing voyage
that reshaped his professional perspective and empowered him to be a catalyst for
change,”?* had a passion for shining light on Palestine and “was determined to change the
perception” of the state being associated with conflict; and,

WHEREAS, MSU officially acknowledges, in its statement on Diversity and Inclusion?!,
the benefit of embracing “the opportunity to learn from each other” by welcoming “a full
spectrum of experiences, viewpoints, and intellectual approaches because it enriches the
conversation and benefits everyone”; therefore, be it,
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RESOLVED, COGS will work with graduate students to create a place of connecting and
reflecting, ensuring that students affected by recent events are heard, valued, and
supported; and,

RESOLVED, COGS will advocate that MSU implement and maintain educational
initiatives on the history of Israel and Palestine, as well as other sociopolitical events
historically subjected to limited discourse, through organizing seminars and providing
open resources in the library to educate and inform graduate students about international
conflicts and related issues; and,

RESOLVED, COGS will advocate that MSU not retaliate against students who express
their opinions and viewpoints in the form of protected speech, fostering an environment
that encourages compassion and dialogue; and,

RESOLVED, COGS will advocate that MSU implement more robust institutional safety
measures for all students from historically marginalized communities, encompassing
initiatives such as condemning hate speech, and taking anti-Arab hate, Islamophobia,
Antisemitism, and discrimination, seriously on campus by accurately defining those terms
and responding to complaints in a timely and adequate manner; and,

RESOLVED, COGS will call upon MSU to officially release a public statement through
official university channels, acknowledging the death of our fellow Spartan Tariq Thabet;
and,

RESOLVED, COGS will propose that MSU facilitate the organization of a series of talks,
workshops, or events in memory of Tariq, and his commitment to changing the perceptions
about the people in Palestine; these activities can be targeted toward educating the
participants on settler colonialism, Islamophobia, anti-Arab hate, Antisemitism, liberation,
freedom, Indigenous communities, religion, etc.
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