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COGS Full Council

Clara Bell Smith Center Auditorium
September 15, 2010

5:30-7:30pm

I. Approval of Agenda
a. Agenda approved
II. Approval of Minutes from previous Full Council Meeting
a. Minutes approved
III. Remarks from the Graduate School
a. Dr. Nunez – Are switching to electronic submission of theses and dissertations this semester. 

i. Handout with information about online submission and workshops
IV. Remarks from COGS advisor (Dr. Davis)
V. Athletics Department Presentation – MSU Associate Athletics Director Jim Pignataro
VI. Executive Board Reports
a. New representatives:

i. Kristen Nolting – Plant Biology

ii. Tyrell Simkins – Neuroscience

iii. Sarah Fitzgerald – Criminal Justice

iv. Nicole Pamphilis– Political Science Department

v. Joe Stallings – Packaging
vi. Leslie Jablonski– School of Hospitality Business

vii. Ana Kelly– College of Nursing

viii. Joe Jalbert – Linguistics

1. President’s Report (Stefan Fletcher)

a. Board of Trustees Memorandum

2. Memo with graduate student needs and concerns written by Adam Lovgren was sent to the Board
a. Focused on graduate student wellness

b. Also focused on childcare

3. Last week, COGS held an open house at IM; IM has agreed to open up specific grad and faculty leagues 

4. Currently in discussions with the mayor about getting grad students access to the Hannah Community Center
5. Michigan Athletic Club – Fitness club in East Lansing

a. Offered to faculty and staff a discounted rate on enrollment (is traditionally $400, offered to faculty and staff for $250)

b. Have agreed to provide the same enrollment fee to grad and professional students

c. There is still a monthly fee, but they will provide grad students typically with a 7 day pass

6. Childcare – city of East Lansing is debating expanding access in the area to students with children, and is talking to offices on campus to provide a specific grant for grad students with children

ix. Adam:

1. more on the memorandum: Dependent health insurance

2. Parental leave for people who have children while they’re in school

a. Currently, people on the GEU contract get up to 2 months, but it’s unclear for the rest of grad and professional students

3. Push for a graduate student center as a centralized location for services provided to graduate students

x. Dr. Davis:

1. Memorandum helped clarify the unique needs of graduate students and the diversity of student needs

2. Also clarified grad students’ role as advisors to undergraduate students

3. This has been communicated very effectively via the memorandum
a. COGS Goals

i. Goals written by E-Board members for the year

ii. Will be sent to the full council next week, and will be sent to the administration the week after
b. Graduate Student Leadership Institute

i. For graduate student organization leaders

ii. Scheduled for Nov 13th
iii. Will hear more about this in the coming months
4. Vice President for Internal Affairs (Shannon Demlow - absent)

a. Parking Permit Program

i. Provides access for grad students to the city of East Lansing ramps (north of the river)

ii. $150 a semester (50% discount)

iii. Goal was to sell 50-60 permits this semester; as of today, we’re at 63

b. Late Fee notification

i. If graduates do not confirm their registration for each semester, they get a late fee of $50

1. University will now send a reminder to students who haven’t registered
5. Vice President for Graduate Welfare (Adam Lovgren)

a. Graduate Student Orientation Week

i. Health and Wellness week for graduate students

1. had 150 people throughout the whole week

ii. 2 seminars a day on various topics

iii. IM sports open house – had IM circle opened just for grad students

iv. Culminated with a tailgate and raffle of tickets for the football game

v. Dr. Nunez – the orientation on Saturday provided by the Graduate school had significantly lower performance this year

1. Should coordinate in the future so we’re not competing and the information gets out

vi. In the future:

1. maybe condense events into two days instead of a week

2. focus on sessions instead of resource booths

3. Hopes that it would complement the Graduate school’s orientation, will coordinate more with them in the future, along with the departments in the University
4. Also hopes to do more similar events during the year targeted at general population of grad students

b. Rackham Graduate School site visit

i. Visited University of Michigan’s graduate student center

1. top floor designated for grad students with study lounges

2. very active graduate student life program

3. Iconnect program pairing incoming international students with older international students

4. first generation meetings – for students whose parents did not go to graduate school

5. publishing an LGBT directory of faculty on campus who are willing to meet with students about issues

6. personal rooms for nursing mothers to be able to go into in private with codes

7. had kitchens, huge auditoriums
6. Treasurer (Amanda Herzog)
a. Finance committee met on September 7th
i. Had 46 conference grant applications – funded 30 people

ii. 3 groups will be funded for groups

iii. Still have money left

iv. Financial advisor came and helped them with investments for endowment

b. Move to approve conference grant funding

i. Funding approved

c. Move to approve event funding

i. Animal Science – for integrating new students, retired faculty, current staff to present on research

ii. Chinese Students and Scholars Association for a welcome week for new students

iii. Comunidad Latino America (?) wanted to give welcome baskets to incoming Latino students

iv. Adam: hasn’t seen a lot of marketing of event funding to all grad students

1. Stefan – could promote to the graduate secretaries for the next month and to make these events open to all graduate students

v. Event funding approved
7. Recording Secretary (Kate Giuca)
a. Graduate Student Social nights

i. Held a 2 social nights over the summer for grad students to meet people from other departments – next one is this coming Friday
b. GAC Committee

i. Encouraged people to join committee, great opportunity to meet officials in university, help with something really exciting
8. Law Liaison (John Petkus)

a. Law College Parking Program

i. Law school was able to get parking for TAs and RAs in Wharton

ii. Student Bar Association had their first meeting last week
8. Med Liaison (Susan Borkowski)

VII. Unfinished Business

VIII. New Business

a. Approval of Conference Grant Funding Requests** (Amanda)

b. Approval of Event Funding Requests** (Amanda)

c. COGS Conference Grant Endowment Distribution** (Amanda)

i. Investment account with Wachovia

1. some of the endowment goes to leadership in the Graduate school

2. Still have funds in the account – will probably be able to get a 6% yearly return on endowment

a. 2% is needed for next year, but would like to use the remaining 4% for conference grants

3. Question: has COGS ever discussed making conference grants more competitive instead of by lottery

a. Response: so long as the guidelines are met, we accept it. Don’t want to get into making value judgments on the significance of the work
d. 5 minute recess

e. Committee Elections** (Stefan)

i. Nominations to committees approved
IX. Member’s Privilege
a. Stephanie – food bank

i. Is opened to all MSU students – offer two food distribution nights

ii. Held in Olin at west entrance cafeteria

b. Sam Otten– president of GEU

i. This year is a negotiation year for contracts for TAs

ii. Also have associate memberships for RAs

c. Erin Haramoto – tomorrow there’ll be a farmer’s market at the capitol from 10-3.

X. Adjourn
a. Motion passed
