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COGS Full Council

Room 472, MSU College of Law

June 9, 2010

5:30-7:30pm

I. Approval of Agenda
a. Motion and second to approve the agenda

b. Amendment: to add committee elections 

i. Passed

c. Passed
II. Approval of Minutes from previous Full Council Meeting
a. Will be approved in September
III. Remarks from the Graduate School

IV. Remarks from COGS advisor (Dr. Davis)
a. Is chairing a healthcare committee, not present
V. Executive Board Reports

1. President’s Report (Stefan Fletcher)

a. MSU Budget Update
i. MSU cut 29 million dollars from budget

ii. If the state of Michigan falls under their budget revenues and makes cuts, it could affect the University, but at the moment there’s no indication that that’s going to occur
b. IM Sports Update
i. General facilities: University has devised a plan to construct a $2 million rock climbing wall from fundraised money
1. Still needs to be approved by Board of Trustees in September or October

ii. Adam: had a meeting with Rick McNeal(sp?) to make IM facilities more graduate student-friendly.  

1. The wellness week next semester will have IM sign-ups for graduate and faculty-only leagues.

a. The health and wellness week will be the first week of classes.

2. On the Friday of wellness week, IM might be able to be opened to graduate students only at times when the facilities are normally closed.  There could be a kick-off the first week with a social get-together for students.   Hours could be Friday evenings, Saturday evenings, or Sunday mornings.
c. University By-Laws Update
i. Revision in the university by-laws

1. Little of it would affect grad students
d. COGS Planning Document
i. E-Board has come up with a series of goals for COGS for the coming year

1. We’re going to compile this and distribute it to media outlets and grad students

2. Makes us more accountable to grad students as well

e. Partner with alumni association

i. If you’re awarded a conference grant by COGS, the alumni conference association will try to connect you with an alumni in your field for networking opportunities for grad students.

1. We’re trying it out with the summer conference grants
2. Vice President for Internal Affairs (Shannon Demlow)

a. Parking Survey
i. Sent it out

ii. Over 1000 people have completed it – are hoping for 2000 by the end (25% of population)

iii. Meeting at the end of June to discuss possible parking permits in East lansing garages

b. Committee applications

i. Passed around for people to fill out
3. Vice President for University Relations (Lindsay Esson)

4. Vice President for Graduate Welfare (Adam Lovgren)

a. Graduate Student Social Nights
i. Trying to build more social events for grad students to meet each other across disciplines

ii. First will be June 26th at Dublin square from 6-8.  

1. Will provide appetizers and trivia.
b. Cyclotron Tour – June 16th @ 5.30pm
i. Andrew Ratkiewicz (sp?) has agreed to take students around for a tour.
5. Treasurer (Amanda Herzog)
6. Recording Secretary (Kate Giuca)

7. Law Liaison (John Petkus)

8. Med Liaison (Susan Borkowski)

VI. Unfinished Business

VII. New Business

a. Approval of Conference Grant Funding Requests**
i. June 3rd – finance committee met

1. 29 people applied for travel grants, 5 had incomplete applications, so they can fund 24.

a. Council voted to fund all 24.

2. There were no summer event funding requests.

b. Committee sheet

c. COGS is likely to cosponsor a few workshops to promote research guidelines for grad students

d. Graduate leadership institute

i. Graduate school career services and possibly COGS want to do a series of leadership development opportunities

1. currently in the planning stages

e. Break for people to sign committee sheet

f. Committee sheet

i. Motion to approve nominees as listed on sheet and second.

ii. Passed.
VIII. Member’s Privilege
a. Andrew: will the full council get a chance to see the E-Board goals before the document goes out to the press?

i. Stefan – we’ll make sure this happens.

b. Rebecca Rockwell - It might be beneficial to have an IM class taught just for graduate students

i. Volunteered to teach one

IX. Adjourn
a. Motion and seconded.
