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COGS Full Council

Room 115, International Center
December 8, 2010
5:30-7:30pm

I. Approval of Agenda
a. Agenda approved
II. Approval of Minutes from November Full Council Meeting
a. Approved
III. Remarks from the Graduate School
a. Dean Komplarens

i. This is the first semester they’ve started accepting electronic theses and dissertations in the graduate school.  It’s also less expensive to send in the documents electronically.

ii. Received an email from the University of Toledo  inviting MSU grad students to visit their graduate academic conference on March 26th (the day after ours).

iii. Last week the graduate school was awarded a grant to continue looking at graduate school completion.  Have a 2 year grant – will start working with various departments on admissions criteria, writing at critical junctures, and expectation setting.
IV. Remarks from COGS advisor (Dr. Davis)
a. Encourages members to ensure that department chairs and councils are aware of the issues COGS is addressing on grad students’ behalf.

V. Presentation – Dr. Jeffrey Riedinger, Dean, International Studies & Programs

VI. COGS Wellness Initiative Presentation

a. COGS has partnered with various area gyms and fitness centers to provide discounts to grad students for membership

b. Representatives from Powerhouse Gym, Fitness USA
VII. Executive Board Reports

1. President’s Report (Stefan Fletcher)

a. Board of Trustees Meeting

i. This Friday

ii. Last meeting for 2 of the trustees

iii. Plan to talk about University advancement
b. Dr. June Retirement

i. Will retire on Dec. 30th of this year

ii. The president has just announced that the search for the position will be a national search and will occur in the 2011 calendar year.

c. Thanksgiving Event update

i. Joint thanksgiving event as held the Wednesday before Thanksgiving, had about 500 students

d. Email Stefan received from GEU

i. Revisions to the sexual harassment policy on campus 

1. main changes are of faculty dating students
2. Vice President for Internal Affairs (Shannon Demlow)

a. Graduate Student Travel Reimbursements

i. December 17th deadline for travel reimbursements

ii. If you have an issue with submitting a reimbursement at or very close to Dec. 17th, talk to Shannon or someone at the COGS office for more information
3. Vice President for Graduate Welfare (Adam Lovgren)

a. RFP Process re: Health Insurance
i. Discussed resolution with chief negotiators in Human Resources requesting that some of it be put in the RFP they are sending out

ii. At the time of the meeting, there were only two people bidding on our health plan

b. Little Sibs’ Event with the University Activities Board (UAB)

i. Feb 4th
ii. UAB hosts on campus undergrad students to bring their little brothers and sisters

iii. Will also be promoted to grad students with families

iv. Asked us to host something for elementary and younger kids

v. Contacted Joe Reilly (singer) to perform
4. Treasurer (Amanda Herzog)
a. Event Funding Update

i. Accepting applications for conference grants (due by Jan 14th) and event funding applications
5. Recording Secretary (Kate Giuca)
a. Graduate Academic Conference (GAC)

i. Conference submissions due Dec 20th – go to msugac.com

b. Events Committee

i. Bowling night Feb 4th 7-10 pm 

ii. Tickets will go on sale after break 
6. Law Liaison (John Petkus)
8. Med Liaison (Susan Borkowski)

      a.   Compassionate Feast Update 

VIII. Unfinished Business

IX. New Business

a. Resolution 10-11.04 - Resolution Creating A Childcare Endowment and Expendable Fund to Support MSU Graduate and Professional Student Parents** (Stefan & Adam)

i. COGS will provide $20,000 with $2,000 a year being budgeted for the next 5 fiscal years
ii. Expendable fund is aimed at giving a more immediate impact

1. a number of other departments have contributed $10,000 each to this

2. Andrew R. : move to table this until January and discuss with constituents first before further discussion

a. Members agree to table until January

b. Resolution 10-11.05 – Resolution Supporting Increased Support for Graduate & Professional Students at MSU** (Stefan)

i. MSU is near the bottom of the Big 10 on fellowships provided for grad students
ii. Resolution asks that the council of deans and University senior administration make increased support for grad students a priority and that the Spartan Challenge to match 2-1 for undergraduate need-based freshman admissions be expanded to include matches for donors who want to provide donations for graduate students

iii. approved

c. Committee Elections** (Shannon)
X. Member’s Privilege
a. Suzy- works with a local girl scout troop that is doing a drive for new shoes and socks, will have boxes at the radiology building
XI. Adjourn

