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COGS Full Council

Room 115, International Center

April 13, 2011
5:30-7:30pm

I. Approval of Agenda
a. approved
II. Approval of Minutes from  March 2011 Full Council Meeting
a. approved
III. Remarks from the Graduate School 

a. Jackson – Congratulations to the 2010-2011 E-Board for a very productive year
IV. Remarks from COGS advisor (Dr. Davis)
a. Congratulations to those who will be graduating next month

b. E-Board had a very productive year, good job!

V. Presentation –Student Advocates for Graduate Education (SAGE) Delegates

a. Research Funds

i. Funding federal research grants are vital to our nation’s economy- congress should maintain, if not expand federal funding for research. 

b. Indebtedness

i. Growing obstacle for attainment of education
c. Immigration

i. F1 Visa Reforms – would allow international students to visit sick family members 

ii. Visa reforms would enable world’s Brightest to create American jobs

VI. Executive Board Reports

1. President’s Report (Stefan Fletcher)

a. Chittenden Hall Project Update
i. There is support for project, will meet on Friday, April 15 (9:30am) at Board of Trustees Meeting to show support 
b. COGS Leadership Endowment Report

i. Dean added $20,000 to endowment

ii. New stipulations- winners must allow pictures and names to be published in COGS newsletter

c. Board of Trustees Meeting

i. Tuition increases, Housing 4.9% +
2. Vice President for Internal Affairs (Adam Lovgren)
a. Committee Elections
b. RFP Process re: Student Health Insurance

c. UGC Recommendation of RA Stipend Increases

i. 2.5% recommended increase
d. URO Discussion

i. Sensitive research oversight

e. Course Repeat Policy Final Decision

f. Vulnerability of MSU email accounts to FOIA Requests

g. Implementation of Criminal Background Checks for all GA’s

h. Thank you to all COGS Reps and Office Manager
3. Vice President for External Affairs (LeighAnn Jordan)
a. Wellness overall for graduate students
4. Treasurer (Shannon Demlow)
a. Conference Grant Funding**

i. Move remaining event funding fund to conference grants

1. approved

ii. Fund 38 conference grants

1. approved
5. Recording Secretary (Kate Giuca)
a. Graduate Academic Conference
6. Law College Liaison (John Petkus)
7.  Medical Colleges Liaison (Susan Borkowski)
VII. Old Business

VIII. New Business
a. AUSB Judicial Board – Code Approval (Stefan)**

i. approved

b. Memorandum of Understanding x COGS & University of Michigan Rackham Student Government (Stefan)**

i. Approved

ii. Multi University Research Conference

iii. Social nights – Tailgate?

iv. Gov. Affairs

v. Board of Regents – Student involvement

c. FY 2011-2012 Budget (Shannon)**

i. Increase

1. Conference grant

2. Collaboration

3. GSO support funding

ii. Retaining MSU Food Bank

d. Confirmation of 2011-2012 COGS Parliamentarian – Heather Smilde (Adam)**

i. approved

e. COGS By-Laws Amendments (Nick)**

i. 9 to 8 approved

ii. Events chair approved

f. Confirmation of 2011-2012 COGS Executive Liaison to the Medical Colleges – Suzanne Borkowski (Stefan)**

i. approved

g. Confirmation of 2011-2012 COGS Executive Liaison to the MSU College of Law – Tom Morse (Stefan)**

i. approved

h. Committee Elections (Adam)**

i. approved

i. Resolution Thanking the Sponsors of the 2011 Graduate Academic Conference

i. Motion to include the college of nursing

ii. approved
IX. Member’s Privilege
a. Dr. Ratkiewicz

b. New Members

c. Stefan Fletcher (President) 

i. For those not able to make it to this Full Council meeting, we appreciate your participation. Good luck with Finals and enjoy the end of the school year.

d. Suzy Borkowski (Medical Schools Liaison) 

i. Late night breakfast

ii. Stress – Dr. Seward lecture

e. Adam Lovgren (VPIA)

i. Funds raised so far for Japan Efforts
X. Adjourn
